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Needs Correction

1. NC is term commonly used by TTB in recent years
2. As opposed to
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Needs Correction

1. Something like 
43% of labels get 
NC
a. May be even 

higher for spirits
i. Higher still on 

“formula” 
products
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Needs Correction

1. Typically about 30 
days to fix and 
resubmit
a. Stay at front of long line
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Labels

1. Moonshine
2. S
3. Number of Distillations
4. Craft, Distilled
5. Age, Aged Gin
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Label NC 1

1. Moonshine
a. Or White Dog, White 

Whiskey, White Lightning
i. Not really a class/type
ii. So term is ok but not 

sufficient
 OK with or without 

flavors
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Label NC 1

1. Size of true C/T compared to 
other
a. Corn Whiskey compared to 

Moonshine
b. Not ok on Absinthe

2. Things near true C/T
a. Puff terms
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Label NC 2

1. Formula to label match
a. GNS v. Vodka
b. Flavor v. Flavors
c. Caramel v. Certified Colors v. FD&C 

Yellow #5
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Label NC 3

1. Number of distillations and 
filtrations
a. Prove it

i. Continuous or pot still, 
plates
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Label NC 4

1. Craft
a. Not much defined by 

TTB
i. Hard to define
ii. ADI program 

and seal
b. Other ideas, 

optional

CRAFT INDEX

Yes No

ADI Member ●
ADI Code of Ethics ●

Named Founders Onsite at 
Named DSP Majority of 
Worktime

● Jim Eason

Named DSP at Named Place 
Distilled

All of the potable 
spirits

Named DSP Grew/Produced Majority of the Corn

Majority of Ingredients 
Sourced within __ Miles of 
Named DSP

30

Hipster Mustache ●

DSP’s Total Annual 
Production Less than 50,000 Proof Gallons
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Label NC 4

1. Distilled, Produced, Bottled
a. Easier to define
b. See Revenue Ruling 69-496, www.ttb.gov/rulings/69-496.htm

i. Distilled:  “A bottler who actually redistills neutral spirits in the production of 
vodka or who is the proprietor of the bonded production facilities where the 
eligible neutral spirits were distilled may use on labels the term ‘distilled by.’”

ii. Produced:  “A bottler who treats neutral spirits [or vodka] (1) with a least one 
ounce of activated carbon for each 100 wine gallons of neutral spirits or (2) by 
any other approved method of purifying or refining neutral spirits for the purpose 
of producing vodka may indicate on labels that the vodka was ‘produced by’ 
him.”
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Label NC 5

1. Age claims
a. Not allowed on 

Vodka, Gin, 
Liqueurs, DSS
i. 27 CFR 5.40(d)

b. Required sometimes
i. Whiskey under 4
ii. Brandy under 2
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Label NC 5

1. Age claims (continued)
c. Straight

i. At least 2
ii. Bourbon, Rye, Corn Whiskey
iii. No additives “whatsoever,” 27 CFR 5.23(a)(3)
iv. “Shall” be designated “straight”

d. The youngest, oak
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Formulas

1. Timing
2. FDA
3. Liqueur
4. Vodka
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Formula NC 1

1. Formula missing
a. Or does not match
b. Even “Whiskey” needs formula

i. Anything with a flavor
c. Check

i. BAM
ii. Formula Tool, 

www.ttb.gov/tutorials/ic2007-
4_help.shtml

iii. 27 CFR 5.27
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Formula NC 1

1. It can take a huge amount of time to get the formula
a. So start early

i. Best thing you can do
b. Something like 8 weeks

i. See www.ttb.gov/formulation/processing-times.shtml or 
www.ttb.gov/labeling/processing-times.shtml

ii. This is before label and after flavors and permit
c. Not at all easy to get expedite

i. It is at least feasible to get expedite on labels but less so on formulas
d. Won’t even review let alone approve without
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Formula NC 2

1. Liqueur or Flavored 
Vodka
a. Each flavor has to be 

“natural”
b. Need a FIDS to show it
c. Watch use-rates

i. Sugar, not 1-10%
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Formula NC 3

1. FDA-type limits
a. Methanol
b. Pits, prussic acid
c. Thujone
d. Caffeine
e. Vitamins
f. Non-GRAS
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Formula NC 4

1. Vodka
a. Bottled too low, under 80
b. Distilled too low, under 190
c. Other than neutral spirits, sugar, 

water, citric acid
d. Samples (imports or thujone)
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Learn More

1. www.ttb.gov
2. BAM, www.ttb.gov/spirits/bam.shtml

3. CFR
4. FAA Act, www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/27/chapter-8/subchapter-I

5. Firm
a. Labels, Formulas, Permits, Advertising, Trademark
b. Blog about above issues at www.bevlaw.com/bevlog

6. Questions
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